
elkford.focus@yahoo.ca  

July 2009 Volume 3 Issue 6 

Fording River Welcomes Local Boy Scouts  
The ground was freshly prepared, tools were at hand, and the weather was almost perfect for planting. Hosted by Teck 
Coal ï Fording River Operations, the Scouts and Beavers from Elkford were invited to come and plant trees as part of 
Fording River's ongoing annual reclamation activities. After a small safety 
message on items that included machinery and planting shovel safety, the 

young helpers and their parents planted 
spruce, pine, willow and cottonwood on a 
ridge that overlooks the minesite and the 
spectacular Fording River Valley. These 
types of trees are a small sample of what 
Fording River plants as part of their 
reclamation program. While the majority of 
the more than 50,000 tree program is pine 
and spruce conifers, other species include 
alder, dogwood, bearberry, silverberry and 
plants native to the area. In fact, almost all of 
the trees and shrubs planted at Fording River 
come from seeds that have been collected on and 
around the mine. 
   Some of the planters weren't quite old enough to 
get the hang of getting the trees in the ground with 
the ñgreen side upò, but that didn't stop them from 

having fun just the same. The trees that were planted by the Boy Scouts are intended 
to provide habitat for birds and 
mammals, and eventually have the 
potential to provide low to moderate 
yield commercial forest. For their 
services, the Boy Scouts were 
provided a cheque for $1000 and 
were also treated to a hotdog roast 
with juice.  

Teck Coal wishes to thank the Boy 
Scouts for their continued help, and 
hopes to see everyone again next 
year. 


