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Science, Science A Wonderful Thing! 
Rocky Mountain Elementary School was the place to be for all aspiring science minded children this past month. The 
elementary school held their annual Science Fair on February 25

th
 and 26

th
, 2009. Wednesday, February 25

th
, saw the 

first wave of eighteen budding young primary students, followed on Thursday by having an astounding sixty-eight 
intermediate participants taken part in the fair this year. Projects included in the Science Fair had to fall into one of three 
categories; 1. innovation/invention 2. experiment and 3. study. Projects ranged from magnetism, the effectiveness of 
hand sanitizers to recycling. The judges this year included Hugh Twa, Frank Lento and several members of the 50+ 
Club. These judges had several difficult decisions to make with prizes being awarded for 1

st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place primary 

students and 1
st
, 2

nd
 and 3

rd
 place students in each of the intermediate grades. The list of all the winners and their 

projects is below: 

Primary 

1
st
 Place ï Brea McCormack and Dana Truscott-Plitt for   

      ñLightningò 

2
nd

 Place ï Stephanie Alexander for ñBlizzardsò 

3
rd

 Place ï Tanner Barclay and Daniel Stewart for  

                  ñStatic Electricityò 

Intermediate 

Grade 4 

1
st
 Place ï Nathanael Mendoza for ñElectric Lemonò 

2
nd

 Place ï Dakota Matsen for the ñWorld of Weldingò 

3
rd

 Place ï Brittni Miller for ñPotato Powerò 

Grade 5 

1
st
 Place ï Cruz Canlas for ñSolar Powerò 

2
nd

 Place ï David Gold for ñElectromagnetismò 

3
rd

 Place ï Sarah Barclay for ñWhat is Dizzinessò 

Grade 6  

1
st
 Place ï Taylor Wurmlinger and Michelle Gamache for 

                   ñDoes the Nose Know Taste/Smellò 

2
nd

 Place ï Anna Klippenstein for ñGrowing A Soil 

                   Menagerieò 

3
rd

 Place ï Morgan Mudge for ñSpeed Color Readingò 

   Several citizens took the opportunity to peruse the splendid projects 
of both the clever primary and intermediate students. Many people 
took this occasion to praise the children for all their hard work and 
amazing energy descended upon the room. This Science Fair was a 
positive way for the community to relate to our school aged children 
and give plenty of encouragement to our young minds.  
   Looking through the aisles of the RMES gymnasium, eager 
students were anxiously sharing all their hard work amongst each 
other, judges, citizens of Elkford and many members of the 50+ Club, 

which was a great step towards strengthening the bond between the two generations. 
Amazing projects were viewed over the course of these two days, with six projects going to the regional competition in 

Cranbrook on March 7
th
. Anna Klippenstein was awarded the Quantum Award, highlighting primary students who are 

most likely to go to the national science fair in the future. An astonishing feat for a student in the sixth grade!  Well done 
Anna and well done to all the students who participated in the 2009 RMES Science Fair. Keep up the good work and 
weôre are very eager to see your projects next year! (See page 15 for more exciting Science Fair photos) 

Brea McCormack and Dana Truscott showing off their well 
deserved award! 

Anna Klippenstein beaming with pride! 
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Our goal is to cultivate a Focus on Elkford 
and we welcome your submissions of 
events, announcements, classifieds, ideas 
and opinions to elkford.focus@yahoo.ca or 
bring your legible copy to the Library. 
The Elkford Focus, Board and staff of the 
Library do not promote the opinions ex-
pressed. We reserve the right to edit or 
refuse to print submissions due to legality, 
length, religious or political reasons, good 
taste or discriminating beliefs. Copyright of 
all material remains with the author. 

We wish to thank those that are 
Distributing the Elkford Focus: 
 
Chauncey Ridge Food Mart 
Elkford Mini-Mart/Fas Gas 
Race Trac Gas/Daybreak Café 
Kappôs Pizza House 
Kootenay Market 
General Store 
Elkford Public Library 

Contributions Wanted: 
Send your photos, articles and comments to  

elkford.focus@yahoo.ca 
Deadline for submissions for the May issue of 

the Elkford Focus is April 20, 2009. 

Wildcat Combo 2009 

Falkins in 
Elkford 
sponsored the 
Mens and 
Ladies B event 
winners for the 
Elkford Wildcat 
Combo. Vests 
were 
presented by 
Karen Lewis 
(right), Team 
Leader of the 
Elkford office, 
to Curling Club 
Executive, Kim 
McHargue (left), and will be distributed to the four 

Blast from the Past 

Vern McNeice a member of the ESS wrestling team went 
on to win in Provincial and National Competitions. 

Blast to the Present 

Vern, Lana and children live in Cochran and works as a 
fireman for the city of Calgary and as well is the owner of 
a successful construction/bobcat company. 

He formed a wrestling team in Cochran, the Cochran 
Cowboys. Two of the members are his sons Callum and 
Connor (aka; Kathy Zarchukoffôs grandsons). The team 
has been in many competitions and have made quite the 
name for themselves swooping up medals in all divisions. 
They have a vision and a goal of competing in the Nation-
als. 
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Just My Opinion 

Volunteer Spotlight  
Do you know a volunteer that is  

pivotal to our communities growth and vitality? Do you know a 

volunteer that is an asset to an organization or group?  

 
Just drop us a quick line at elkford.focus@yahoo.ca and let us know a little bit 

about the person and we will do the rest! What a great way to profile these 
people in our community with our all new 

column Volunteer in Spotlight 

13
th

 Wilderness Classic Sled Dog Derby 

The 13
th
 Wilderness Classic Sled Dog Derby was a huge success. We had 55 racers participating in this yearôs race. 

Again this year we had seven different race heats; four Dog open and purebred, six dog open and purebred, ten dog, 
twelve dog, and skijoring. The mushers came from all over BC, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Montana, and Idaho. All reports 
that we received from the mushers were very positive and they all left enthused to return next year! 

Of course the weekend would not have been a success without the timeless efforts of our volunteers. We had four 
volunteers that agreed to take on the responsibility of our Official Volunteers; 

Bob Josephison- Official Starter 
Linda Bower- Official Timer 
Randy Stewart- Official Dog Handler 
Kody Anderson- Official Dog Marker 

We wish to thank these individuals as well as all who came out and made the weekend a hit among the mushers and 
the spectators. Job well done! 

During the weekend there were many other activities happening; Family Toboggan Party hosted by the ECD 
Committee, Free Fun Curling hosted by the Elkford Curling Club, Pancake Breakfast hosted by Elkfordôs 50+ Club, and 
Spaghetti Dinner and Musherôs Ball Hosted by the Elkford Sled Dog Society. There was also the annual Kid N Mutt race, 
which had five entries, and the Snow Shoe Biathlon which was hosted by Elkfordôs Rod N Gun Club. All the community 
events help to make the weekend fun for the entire family. Thanks to all who hosted an event!  
Next yearôs Derby is scheduled for January 15-17, 2010. Hope to see you there! 
If you would like to volunteer for any of the Chamber of Commerce events please contact Nicole at 250-865-4614, or 

visit www.volweb.ca. 

It has been quite some time since the exciting November election that took place in Elkford, yet it sounds like Elkford is 
not quite done with the election process with the upcoming bi-election for a council seat right around the corner. As you 
read this issue of the Elkford Focus, notice on the full page ad by the District of Elkford that we Elkford citizens are 
suppose to watch for the Notice of Nomination in the Fernie Free Press for the bi-election. Once again, the District of 
Elkford continues to outsource! At the public forum held in November, the current mayor of Elkford stated that it had 
become clear to him that the mayor and council would have to make a concentrated effort on opening up the lines of 
communication with the citizens and the present council. He also took the opportunity to reiterate the urgency of 
supporting local business. Could someone then explain why the notice is going into the FERNIE Free Press and not the 
ELKFORD Focus, a newspaper specifically designated for Elkford and its citizens? One would hope that when promises 
are made on a grassroots level of politics they would be upheld. I urge all Elkford citizens to contact the District of Elkford 
at 250-865-4000 and ask them to start supporting the local newspaper by placing the Notice of Nomination for the 
upcoming bi-election in the Elkford Focus and not always outsourcing to the Fernie Free Press. 

http://www.volweb.ca
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Let us spread your news on local sporting events, 
accomplishments and interests.  

E-mail them to us at elkford.focus@yahoo.ca 

Elkford Will Greatly Miss 

Youth Pastor Matthew Yeomans 

Matthew Yeomans was going to the Alliance University 
College, now known as the Ambrose University College, 
in Calgary in 2005. He was contacted by Pastor Ted 
Horton and the Elders of the Alliance Church in Elkford 
who were looking for a Youth Pastor to work with the 

youth within our community. 
Arrangements were made 
and Matthew moved to 
Elkford in August 2006.             
After living a life of a 
student for the past 10 
years, he enthusiastically 
entered the role of a youth 
pastor and soon felt that 
Elkford was his home. He 
loved the town and all the 
people in it and he loved 
what he was doing. 
   He humbly states that he 
never worked alone but 

always worked with great number of volunteers who gave 
their time and heart to work with the youth. The youth 
programs changed from year to year but included Worship 
Teams, Special Events, Trips and Weekly Youth 
Meetings. Music was a big part in their activities as one 
could see from all the instruments and equipment 
surrounding him. The youth group has a very talented 
band that at times get together with all the other churches 
in town.  

Last year Matt and his friends got together and played 
at Elkford's Wildcat Days where half of the songs 
performed were original songs written by Kristine Lyall. 
Matt plays the guitar and sings though he made it clear he 
wasn't ever the lead vocalist.  

Matt feels gratitude towards all those he has had the 
privilege to work with and ñthanks all of them for their 
sacrifice, dedication and the love they have for others, just 
because they care.ò The members of the congregation 
and all of his friends in Elkford have had the true pleasure 
of getting to know and enjoyed him and all the work he 
has done with the youth and his volunteer work within the 
community. As much as they will miss him and are sorry 
to see him go, they lovingly wish him well in his move and 
his new endeavors.  

View from the Elk Valley Congregational Church 

During the night of March 6
th
 the Elk Valley Congregation 

Church sustained vandalism. A cross was taken off the 
ramp and thrown through a window. There was glass over 
the front of the sanctuary and the window area had to be 
enclosed. As we worked at cleaning up the glass we  
discussed the situation. One of the people assisting with 
the work made a statement that I feel is worthy of being 
printed. ñEven though this mess makes us angry we must 
remember that God loves those who did this to our  
property.ò That statement was, and is, true.  

God loves every person in the world and He loves 
them equally. We may not feel loved like we see others 
loved but God who created all of us, loves all of us. If He 
didnôt He would not have sent His Son, Jesus to die on the 
cross for the sins of the whole world. John 3:16 says, ñFor 
God so loved the world that He gave His only Son, that 
whoever believes in Him (Jesus) will have eternal life.ò 

We may think that we have done so many bad things 
or thought such rotten thoughts that God could not love 
us. However, God, the Father, our Creator, works  
differently than we humans do. He made us, He loves us 
and He has a place in heaven for each of us. Yes, He  
requires one thing and one thing only from us. That is to 
believe in what Jesus did for you, ask Him to forgive you 
for all the wrong things you have done and thought. Then 
ask Him to help you know Him better. I can guarantee you 
He will answer your prayer. 

There may be consequences for the actions but it is 
important to know and understand that I forgive whoever 
chose to commit this crime and I know God is also waiting 
to forgive you. As we all look toward spring and the Easter 
season, let us rejoice in the fact that Jesus not only died 
for our sin, but He was also resurrected and now sits at 
the right hand of the Father.  

He is the One Who Got Out of the Grave. Let us cele-
brate. Happy Easter. 

     Pastor Kay GOD GRADES ON THE CROSS, NOT THE CURVE   
Join us at Immanuel Lutheran Church 

2700 Balmer Drive  
across from Rocky Mountain Elementary School 

 Sunday service at 4:00 pm 
Sunday school at 2:45 pm (call to confirm) 

 

Need to talk to a Pastor?  Call toll free 1-866-426-7564 
 

check out our website at  www.eklutheran.ca or 
www.haveyoueverwondered.ca 

http://www.eklutheran.ca
http://www.haveyoueverwondered.ca
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Send us your photos! 

elkford.focus@yahoo.ca 

Elkfordôs Glittering Star 

If you see her out and about, she probably is doing 50 different tasks all at once. However, she will definitely take a 
minute to stop and chat. Well done, if you can keep up with how fast she talks. Her name is Christal Klassen and she 
gives a lot to this community. 

Christal has been living in Elkford on and off since 1993. In case you 
are unaware, her maiden name was Wildeman, or as the rest of us know 
them, the ñWild Man Clanò. Christal now has a family of her own and 
lives on my street. Christal had Anna in March of 1996 who is quickly 
growing into a fun-loving teenager. She then married Ryan Klassen in 
August of 2002 and together had another little girl named Alexandria or 
Alex as we know her, who was born in June of 2005. 

Besides being a great mom, Christal gives a lot of herself to the 
many groups and projects around our community. Many of you may 
know her by her alias ñGlitterò, a Spark leader for the Elkford Girl Guides. 
Her partner in crime, Sparkle, will tell you she is a true asset to the 
planning and executing of all matters that deal with Sparks. Christal is 
also the volunteer Treasurer for the Elkford and East Kootenay GGC 
(Girl Guides Canada), the keeper of the East Kootenay Information  
Membership Data Base as well as the Provincial contact for Girl Guides 
membership information. Her sister Dallys, GGC District Chairman, tells me that Christal has stepped in quite a few times 
to help her coordinate many of our GGC events and fundraisers. One of these events is the Girl Guide sponsored bike 
parade during Wildcat Days which she has organized for the past four years... including the year she walked while heavily 
pregnant with Alex. Christal has been a member of GCC as a girl and a leader for a combined total of 14 years. Many 
young girls in our community have been touched by Christalôs attention to detail either as a leader or as the person 
behind the scenes making sure the iôs are dotted and the tôs are crossed. 

The Elkford Early Childhood Development Committee (ECD) owes her their gratitude also. Christal volunteers her 
time and organizational prowess for most of our events such as the Trans Rockies BBQ and the concession for our many 
movie nights we co-sponsor. Not only that, but in the past Christal also helped sort the ECD bookkeeping so that it would 
be all in order for future processing.  

As a member of the Immanuel Lutheran Church, Christal volunteers to play the piano for services in Elkford and 
occasionally Fernie. Believe me, the parish members are receiving a great gift as Christal is an excellent pianist. 
All of these selfless feats are also done in and around Christalôs very hectic work schedule. Yes thatôs right, she also 

holds down her own successful business. Christal manages three condo buildings and other residences in Elkford. Some 
of us who are Christalôs friends do laugh a little at her passion for numbers. But that passion makes her bookkeeping and 
accounting jobs a little bit easier to do. Christal is, of course, the best accountant that Iôve ever had, not only for my 
personal taxes but also for my taxes for Aspire Salon. 

As I close this article, I would also like to thank Christal personally. She is always there when I need an ear to bend or 
someone to vent to. She also helps me on an almost daily basis with taking Holden for play-dates or picking him up from 
school. The times that she helps me take the enormous stress in my life down to a dull roar. I am sure I am not the only 
friend or neighbour that has felt her kindness or generosity. 

For all of these reasons I thank Christal for just being the good person she is. I hope that her giving spirit inspires 
people to do more for this 
community.  
So hereôs to you Christal, 

give yourself a well deserved 
pat on the back. 

Annette Shepherd 
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An Angel Among Us 

On March 17, 2009, Kayla Norgate had her long blonde ponytail cut by Annette Sheppard for ñAngel Hairò. Angel Hair is a 
service provided by the ñA Childôs Voice Foundationò, a non-profit organization dedicated to creating and managing  
programs that provide help that will make a difference in the lives of financially disadvantaged children in Canada. The 
Angel Hair service provides wigs and/or hair loss solutions to disadvantaged children that have lost their hair due to a 
medical condition or treatment, such as cancer, alopecia or even burns. The foundation believes that providing a wig or 
hair loss solution will increase self esteem and improve self image, helping kids feel more like themselves again, during 
what can become a very difficult and upsetting, and often painful time in their lives. It takes 10-12 donated ponytails to 
make one wig or hair prosthesis, so Kaylaôs long flowing ponytail will indeed help make a difference in a childôs life.  
Children like Kayla need a special thank you from the communities they live in. Kids like this are real heroes, and we love 
their kindness and unselfish ability to give. Thank you Kayla! 

     Loriann Hucik 

St.Patrickôs Day Hero 

In our quiet little town there are heroes that walk amongst us. On March 17
th
 I had the honor of meeting one. On this 

day Kayla Norgate decided to cut off 10 inches of her hair. Why does this make her a hero? Well Kayla plans to donate 
her 10 inches of hair to the Canadian Cancer Society to be used to make a wig for a child with cancer. It takes 
approximately 12 donations and about $1200 to craft a single hand-sewn wig for a child. 
When I asked her why she wanted to do it she said her cousins had done it before and also because ñWell it just 

feels good to be able to help someone.ò Kayla didnôt seem nervous at all when I started to cut through her ponytail, she 
was so brave. When it was all over she beamed with excitement for her new haircut. Kayla graciously sat to have her 
picture taken and then with many a ñthank youò she was gone. But I guess thatôs how it goes with heroes, they fly in, 
doing their grand deed, and then theyôre gone again just as fast as they came.  
  They say Saint Patrickôs Day bring the luck of the Irish to everyone, for a child with cancer it was the luckiest day of 
them all. Thank you Kayla, you inspire me. Hopefully someday I can be a hero like you too.   

     Annette Shepherd 


